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'Pehhoul 15 a small village midway belween

Qums of Newport and Chepslow. It lies
' }“'fﬁqrth of the Tristol Channel on the

't »Si'd-p'és of a ridge of high ground rising
ft. It covers an area of 1,843 acres, mosl

18 agricultural land, the higher ground

‘: forestry. In 1801 ar the lime of
gﬁalz‘cenSus the population was 138,

'pér‘oxiﬁatzlﬂ 400, but Penhow



Boundaries and  Road
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A survey of The Boundaries of the Parish, made
in 1724 on the 14™ day of May, was walked by the
Minisier and Parishioners. It slarfed on the Main Road,
went through the Caslle Meadow by the mear stones which
are fill standing, down Ihe brook by a meadow Rnown as
Yunnis fo Lodge Farm, ascending fowards the Knoll along
Wesllone towards Salisbury Wood. From here it went down fo
Picked Dene across The Bowdens, up the brook to Chapel
Farm, alongd the 1lane to Llandevaude Common, lhen along
fhe hedge belween the lane and the Hundred Acre Wood
fo a mear slone al pen-gr'- heul al the end of the lane
from Pencoed Casile o the Main Road. Then if passed
by Hendrew Farm up the brook through Wenlwood almost
o Bertholey, back down through Wenhwood along the brook
fhal runs through Pen -y - worlod Farm back to the Main
Road. Another record was made in 1774. The bounds of
the Manor, e the ®Perry- Herrick Estate which included
a large part of Penhow and wmany of the adjoining  villages,
were lasl bealen in 1912,

The road thal passes through the village is the
main Soulh Wales to London road and was first menlioned
In records in 1798 during the reign of George III, in
an act of Parliamenl which was passed for the repair
of the road from Newporl, through Pernhow lo the Rock
and Fountain. One hundred Years laler condilions were slill
bad, for the minutes of the Parish Meeling in 190t called
allenfion to rthe slate of the road, and asked thal the
foolpath be extended from Langslone fo Llanuaches. This
footpalh has neuer been prouided. The work on the new
road that sltarts at Penhow Posl Office and carries on
mlo  Lanvaches, past the Rock Farm commenced mn 1929 and
Was completed and opemed in 1931 by Nr Herberl
Morrison, M P who was then Minisler of Transporl. This



provided work for the unemployed wminers during The
depression.

Dur'ing recent years land has been purchased and
plans passed for the widening of the Main road from
Langstone o Penhow Post Office, also for the widening of the
road from the OGroeswen Inn Yo Parc Seymour I is expecled
that work will start on this in the near future.

The old road from Penhow past the Rock Farm
(Before the road widening - 1329)

Copy-
The New Road from Penhow past the Rock Farm
(Afrer the rtoad midening. - 1931)
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Che Church of 5t John the Baptist,

NN

No wmention was made of the Church before the
Norman Conquesl. Record of the Clerdy does back o
1511, and if records are correct there have been lwenly
four Incumbents. One was deprived of his living in 1640
bH the Purilans. The oldest book of redislers now exishing,
a gift of W Williams, Reclor, commences wilh the year 1725

The Yew Tree
near

The Church Porch

The « YeulliIree mear the Church Porch ' is
growing on the sile of The old Preaching Cross, that was
desiroyed in 1700. ’

There 15 a Tomb slone inside NGB <2 TR
© W Underneath lieth the §

] ] 2ABody of Elz* Tampln
the porch commemoraling Elizabeth B F1h moele
Tamplin, daugdht v Rect o el

amp 1n7 au,g er ) a eclor e whz ;:paru'rd I;h\s lI:Fe T

Willltam Williams. She died in ] A s oS |
178% al the aslomshing agde 5
Of iligeats/\ /eor || manths

7

The plain stone Screen is

gqule an ancienl piece of
architecture, bul was refaced

iy whben the Church was restored.

: 9 The lwo Rolls of Horour in the Church record
|| b~ the Sacrifice of five lives during the two Wars.

1914 - 1918 1939 - 1945

= e T. James A. Gouldmg F. Li\leH
A. Harman N. Velter.






i The Church : Lol
o~ ABefor'e and during ke Restoralion g
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Arer' the Resloration

The Church was rtestored 1w 1913, and 1Ihe
| follom’mg are some of the TIrems of Restoration taken from
~ a Church Magazine published early in 1915,

Irems of TResloration 1913 -1914

Entire Church re ~ roofed.
Tower almos!  re- buill
| Porch, S W and S.E. Quoins re-buill.
‘ New Uesiry buill ‘ '
- All internal plasler re-faced and coloured.
New Block Tloor laid on Concrete.
R Chiurch. re-seated  in Oak.
‘ Oak Choir and Clergy Srtalls.
~ Windows re-glazed.
u.},‘,w,;l»‘Drains and slone gultering ihtroduced.




» LS

b |

N

S
»
. o










P a———




The choir and Clerdy slalls  were made by the
local carpenter from Oak Timber taken from the roof of the

old Tower
Also taken from the same magazine were the

following details of the Church Plale:~
Church Plale.

An Elizabethan Silver Chalice, standing five inches
high, with ils Paten cover. The Cup dates circa 1580.

A  Siluer Chalice and Paten, presenfed to the Church
circa 1886.

A Siluer mounted Crysial Flagon, with the inscription,
“To The Glory of God and in remembrance of June 30% 1911
Presenled o St John the Baphsl, Penhow, by B.T Har‘ueH.”

VAN

Inside the Church there is @ wooden Cross thal was
brought  back fr‘om Egypl from the GCrave of Treuor James,
the only 7Penhow man to be Rilled n the 1914-1918 War.

Tne Bells are also an inleresting fealure of the Church.
Originallg there were f’me bells. They were foundered by
William Evans of Chepstow in  1744. The sixth Bell was
added in 1928 and was diwen by the Reu. Thomas in
memory of his lale Wife. Al the same lime he gave the
Leclern and two shained glass  windows.

The inscriptions on the fiue bells are as follows:~

(1) PROSPERITY T0 ALL OUR BENEFACT® WAE 1744 (265 in)
2) WM IONES - CH : WARDEN WAE (Srol) (27%in)
(3 EDWARD WATERS GENT WGBE 1744 (Scrdl) (28 in.)
@) Mr W* COTES MR HENRY WATERS W.AE 1744 (30%in.)

(5) IENKIN 1IONES RECT'R W™ EVANS CAST US ALL 1744 (33 in, )

TR x

The Scroll as on Bells Nos. 2 and 3.




A Team of Fiue Bellringers
before 1928

A Team of Six Bellringers
LS5 5

The..: Reclory, buill  about 1880, is Thoughl to be
on the site of a Roman Uilla, as fragmenis of pollery
Rave Dbeen unearthed al wvarious times, and ancienl
masonry discouered there wmay be of Roman
origin. A builder by the name of
Willams  walked from Redwick to
Penthow for two and a half years to
build . He was commissioned To do
S0 by (s Perry Herrick and the

stone wused was ltaken from the Knoll

The










Ruins _and old Buildings
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Penhow Castle

According fo records, one of the oldest buildings
sfill standing mn Penhow is the Caslle. The most ancienl
parl bemd a rectangular Tower of the Twelth century wilh
a projecting parapel. To the south side of this lower
was added a forebuilding or enlrance porch. An enclosed
courl compleled the duwelling. The mnex! addilions were
made n the fifteenth cermtury when a hall and other
apariments were bult alond the south side of the
courf, and laslly in the sevenleenth cenfury, probably Socon
after Restoration, 'the north -west angle of the court was
filed up with a dwelind house, one end which abulted
on the north side of the fower. This was one of the
Agrarian Caslles guarding Wenlwood and was then held
by Wiliam de St Maur, a Norman Baron whose family
name was changed o SeHmour, from which Parc Seymour
derives it mname. In 1538 it passed inlo the hands
of a family named Bowles through the marriage of a
daughter'. It euentuallS came info the Somersel famihj who
were related Yo Tthe Earl of Worcester. Affer changing
hands seuveral Tlimes during lhe years of the seuenteenth
CenturH iI was owned and occupied by Thomas Lewig
of St Pierre. Since 1709 il has been occupied by
farmers.  There was once a mill at the Castle driven
by Nanl- clear brook. The course of the brook wag
chandged for this purpose, bul gafter heauy rainfall  the



brook offen runs its  old course.

Another old place of inlerest was Castell-prin  or
wooden Castle mentioned in “A History of Monmouthshire” by
Sic Joseph Bradney and dated 1567. There is now only
the wood of his name and the remaing of a
prehisloric camp. More recenl inlerest was lturned to this
wood during the 1914 - 1918 war; two German prisoners
escaped fr‘om Peri-coed Castle and lived concealed here
for over a week. The remains of seueral old houses,
that were standing within living memory are slill to be
found:~ two on the Village Farm, one of these being in
Nanc‘xj Smiths brake, lwo ruins in Park Wood and Two on
Pe,n-H-uJorlod Farm.

There were four larde farms in the Parish, one
being The Caslle Farm, which has alt*eadﬂ been menlioned.
Chapel Farm 6 which is siluated on the exireme south- west
border of the Parish is repuled To have been an old
Presbﬂter’ian Church, The shape of the Farmhouse bears
out this Dbelief. Pen- y- worlod Farm , which lies To the
north side of the main road, extending almosl as far
as Wenlwood was parl of the extensive Monmouthshire
Estate of R. Jenkins, Esq. who resided at Frenchay Park,
Brislol. These Iwo farms were purchased by the
Monmouthshire Counly Council and dwided inlo small holdings
of aboul sixly acres each, "Pen-ﬂ-u)orlod in 1921 and
Chapel Farm in 1931, Laslly the Willage Farm that lies
near fhe easlern boundary of the Village. This farm was
originally Rnown as College Farm and belonged to
All Souls College, Oxford. The rent being used To mainiamn
The College Librarnj.

Three old houses, in and near Penhow, were
originally nns. Unicorn Inn, on the main toad al the exlreme
wesl of the Parish and now Rnown as Brook House. The
Full Moon . which was laler a Coffee Tavern and now a
Cafpeqker’s house and shop. The other , adjining The
uzllage and no doubt very much connected with i In days
Qaﬂz by was the Rock and Tounlsin, an old Coaching
1"‘ﬂnom Rnown as RockR Farm. George Borrow apparenllH




spenf gome lime there on his tour of Walks in 1854, as
did Archdeacon Coxe. It is also sad that the last man

o be hanged for' sheep stealing n the counrr’y occupied
it aboul 1828.

The only Inn at the presenl Time is the Groeswen.
This was buill originally as a collage early in the mneleenth
Centur‘ﬂ,. and became an Inn  when the Full Moon ceased
lo funclion as such Tlowards the end of the Cenlury. It was

modernised in 1940,

[/

The Groeswen after being modernised
1956.

Two village pounds can be remembered in use,
one adjoining the Posl Office , and one near the Baphst

Mission Hall. Remains of the walls are still To be found.

1O
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| The Post Office  which is also The village store,
was unlil a few years ago the local bakery. The
unusual wooden roller blind, when it was fitted, aroused
greal inleresl and must hauve been the firsl of s Iype
in the dislricl, for il is said thal people Iravelled many

miles to see 1if.

The Posgt Office

There are only Two remaining craflsman's premises,
thal of the Carpenfer and the Blacksmith; the lalter

sl carries on lhe ancient craft of horseshoeing as well as

electric welding i

{ il The Carpenlers house and shop that was
origmally “The Ful Moon”
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Local Activities and Celebrations

The first Parish Meeting was called on Pecember 42 1894
and the following  are the minules recorded:-

AR s meehng held ab S Brides Schoolroom on
December 42 1894 Stephen L. Baker was unanimously
appoinled Chairman. I was proposed by MWr G Price, and
seconded by Mr. A Roach, thal Penhow has a Parish

Meeling. An ammendmenl was proposed by Mr Thos Basham o
and seconded by Mr FE Collingbourne , that we should haue

a Parish  Council. Nine woled for the ammendment and
thirieen  for Tthe original and it was therefore decided o
Rold Parish Meelings with Stephen L. Baker, Chairman.”

The  Parishioners of TPenhow have always jomned mm
all Nalional festivilies in the TIypical wuillage slyle. Tea
and sporls haue wsually been The programme on all
Coronalion, Jubilee and Viclory days. The Coronation of
Her Majesly Elizabeth 11, howeuver, had a more modern
almosphere  with the infroduclion of feleugion. Two larde sels
were installed for public ulewing, one in the Church, and
The other in the DBaplist Mission Hall, i addilion to the
cusiomary celebralions. Fireworks were a special fealure al the
lighting of the Bonfire. Also lo commemorale the occasion, a
red Oak Iree was planfed in the gdrounds of the Church Hall
by rfhe Reclor, the Venerable Archdeacon of Monmouth, 5. M. Dauies.

A Typical Festive Bonfire
(Acrual}H built for the Coronation of His majesy King George Vi)
May 12" 1937,
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As far back as 1907 a Glee Party was formed. Mr. S, Reese

.was the conduclor and rehearsals were held at Brook House.

Ar  the commencement of the 1914-1918 war a number
of Penizow Boys jowmed the forces, and the ladies joined in
the achivities of the Red Cross and Y.M.C.A. Comforls were
made for the [Iroops overseas. A Family of seuen deslilule
Belgian refugees were housed and cared for by the Parish.
They were maintained unlil the end of hostilittes. A sad
thing happened whilst they were here, They lost a young
son after an operalion and he was buried in Penhow
Churchyard. A few years after the war a Social Club was
started. This was uvery successful and a piano, dames elc. were
purchased for wuse in the hall. There was also a slrong
Associalion football ream and an aclive Tenmis club. The fooTball
leam was reformed after the second world war and al presenf

are in the Soulh Monmouthshire League.
In 1937 a Post of the Royal Obseruer Corps was

formed. They wenl inlo action on the morning of the oulbreak
of war i 1939, and the Pos! was fuﬂH manned day and
night, throughoul the war years. Thne Corps was temporarily
sfood down from 1945 unlil 1946 when it was reformed. TFormighlly
meeling s and summer weekend exerciges are still regularly

altended.

The Royal Obseruer Corps.
19739 — 1945

Another of the Nalional Defence organizations was the
LDV. thal was formed in May 1940 and euentually became
G. CompanH, 2nd TMons. Ballaon of the Home Guard. Their
dulies  included molor pairoling, guarding  Wenfwood reseruol,
Newport gration and the local Obseruver Post,

13






During the war the Women's Wlunlary Service had a
sfrong . branch in the uvillage. Among thewr many activilies
they ordanised the A.R. P and Firsl Aid classes, helped
with the evacualion of London children, and the clerical work
of local Authorilies, collecled salvage and 1last but mnol least
pie making. Penhow and Langstone combined for this, and
logether they made many thousands of wmeal pies for local
parishes. The following reporl appeared in the South Wales Argus
at the Time.

® Pie-Making al Langstone and Penhow.

Have you ever seen a pasiry~rack nearly six feel long

and nearly two  feet wide? Neither had 1 unlil the

day 1 called lo see the pie-makers at the uillages of Penhow
and Langdslone (writes a Special Correspondent.)

Long accustomed by war-lme rationing  fo small
guanlities in cooking, il made my mouth water to see
scores of delictous looking meal-pies newly taken from
the eleclric ouen cooling on these large racks. (When
I examined the racks more closely, | discovered they
were A.R. P strelchers!)

I was fold by the ladies in W V.S oueralls that
their members spend euery Wednesday (working  in
forhightly turns) making meal-pies for agricullural workers,
As there 18 a lack of British Restauranls in the rural
areas, Ihis seruice is much appreciated.

Since January, 1944, when a demonslration was Glven
by Miss Eyers, of Newporl ElectricitH Deparltmenl, ouer
50,000 pies hauve been made. The helpers give their
seruices uvolunfarily. Most of them are members of The
Women’s Instilules as well as of the W.Vs.

One old lady of 86 has made i her responsibilily
o peel and prepare all the potatoes (mixed with meat
for filling the pies), and this 13 her special contribution
fo the war effort at Penhouw, During the snowslorm
this year, women who had walked Ttwo miles Through
the snow sluck at their jobs all day and slood on
tThick mals to keep clear of the waler on the flooded floor

In the earlH months of the Of the scheme the

14



the pies were made al Langstone Chapel Uesiny. Penhow
W. V.8. made the pies one week, and Langstone WVs

the mnext. By April the demand for the pies
exceeded 'he supply, so it was decided to ask the
Church aulhorilies for the use of the hall at Penhow,

and this ﬂ'zeH hmdlﬂ granted.

The pies are relalled al threepence each, and
the profit on each is one farthing. Euvenlualy rhe
profirs will be divided between uvarious good causes,
auch as the Red Cross and Welcome Home Fund.

A meeling was called on December 1. 1941 1o
discuss the formation of a branch of the Womers Inslifute

and the first meeling was held on December 8™ 1941.
Prel of ! the first sleps laken [lo dgef extra amenilies for
the Parish, was a resolution forwarded fo the Secrelary
o[ the Monmoulhshire Nursing  Associalion | thal a District
Nurse was urgenlly needed in Penhow. This resulled

n  the Village being couered by the Nursing Associalion,
During the war years many functions were held by lhe
Institule  to raise money for charities, including the Y.M.CA,
fRe . W.C A. amd Toc H. Ouer £108 was raised for the
Welcome Home fund . and Two feles which were held reahzed
he magnificent sum of £408 for the Red Cross. A
pPreserualion cenlre was formed' in 1943 by members K and
over 2,000lbs of Jam was made under the superuision
of the MinisTrH of food, to supplemenl the National
larder. A canning machine was purchased and much
surplus  fruit was preserved in this way, The Produce
Guild s a major inlerest of the Institule ,an  annual Show
for preseruation and cooh‘mg was first held in 1948. A siluer
Rose Bowl is held for a year by the wmember gaining

the ‘highesl number of poinls. In 1949 the branch first
entered the Counly Produce Guild cooperaliue compelilion
-Th?e‘H won the Muriel Davies Challenge cup for four succesiue
Years and a Replica was presenfed o the branch

a8 a memenlo of s achievemenl. At the Coronalion

15



festivities the children’s fea was organised b,‘:l the W.I. and
souvenir spoons were also diven to all children of The village
Each Christmas for the past Two years members have

fﬂled stochings for children in hospilal.

Members of Perhow W I with the Muriel Davies Challenge Cup.

Ar a Parish meeling in 1943 it was proposed Thal
a Welcome Home Fund should be slarfed for members
of the forces from the village. A Commillee was formed

To organize money raising efforls and a total sum of £370

was collected. This was shared among the 38 members
of H.M. Forces , and was presenfed al a special funclion

affer the war, K by the oldest inhabitant the late Mrs. J Price.
A new point rto poinl race course was made in 195%

by members and followers of the Liangibby Hunl af Penhow.
The course of three and a half miles, runs ouer the Bowdens
and Chapel farms. The meelings held each year mn the spring
have allracted large crowds to this particulary beautiful
selting, A Riding shool has mcentls been eslablished in the
uillage , prouidmg many hours of relaxalion and pleasure

for' both children and adulls A from Newporl and surr‘oundmg

uillages.
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Public  Services

Prior o a postal seruice [:rom Magor which slarled in
1896, the posl was carried daily on foot from Caerleon. The
first relegraph line was connecled to the Posl  Office in 1898
and the lelephonie was installed I 1905. A public lelephone

was f\'rst brough‘r info  use in 1911,and the exchange was
insfalled in 1927 In 1948  land was purchased and an

automatic exchange was  buill at Parc Seﬂmour. A savings
bank oHice was established at the Post Office in 1900.
In 1894 work commenced on the reseruoir at Wentwood

and was compleled in 1904. Tnis made it possible for
houses on the main road lo have water laid on, howeuer,

il is only recently, that all bul a few wvery isolated houses
have been connecled.

A gas main was laid through the village in 1938,
enabling a few houses lo have this amenily lad on. This
was followed by elec‘(r‘icihj in 1939, Schemes are mn hand
thal will supply most of the remaining oullying places which
do nof al presenl receiwe this seruice.

A locally owned bus seruice that was running for a
fzm years before 1921, was Then taken over by the Soulh
Wales Bus Company, ahd subsequenﬂjj by the Red and
While Bus Company, Al the present time, haf hourly bus

seruices rtun through the uillage lo Newporl and Chepslow.
In 1949 public subscriplions e¢nabled two bus shellers to be bulll

There has necver been a school in the uillage, bul the
schools of the adjo'm‘mg villages of Langstone and St Brides,
Netherwenl, are available to local children under eleuen years Of
age. Ouer lthal age they travel either to Chepstow Grammar
School, Newporl = Technical College or Rogiel Secondary Modern Schod.

The f'zr‘sl Paolice Officer, P C Dowden, was stalioned at
Penhow in 1881. Ir is inleresting to nole, that the first member
of the Monmouthshire Constabular’H lo use a bicycle in the
course of his duties, was P.C. Hatherall when gsrationed at
Perhow in  1894. He still lives near AbergauennH in his 90" year.

17



Notable People

AN 7o N NN g N1 N I N S N 0 1 A g

In bygone day many nolable families resided al the
Castle, Among the earliest, menlioned in 1240 was Sir
Willlam de St maur ,or Seymour. Later, through marriage
with  the Seymours, the family of Sir Thomas Bowles lived
here, from whom the ducal house of Somersel cdescends.

Sir Henr*H BHIisIeH who was Sheriff for the County
n 1599 also resided here for many years.

Iy the | (7™ Cenrur‘:{ the manor, which included the
Castle, belonged o Thos. Lewis of St Pierre. His son George
lived here and seruved in the office of Sheriff mn 1698.
Also in the ®Parish in the same centurH, probably ar
Pen-y-worlod, lived Sir Edward Morgan. He was Sheriff
in 1602 and a Member of Parliament [(621-1622,

The village shoemaker in 1841 was mMr Ebenener Jones
who employed several men and apprenlice; He used Io
fravel by ferry lo Brisfol, Tto buy leather for his trade.
There are shill many of his descendanls living in the village.

In  recent Years fthe most notable person connecled with
the: parish was Mrs Perry%—lerrich. She was a Rinswoman
of John Cave of Brislol, who sold the Caslle and Estate fo her
husband William Perry- Herrick of Beaumanor, Leicestershire,
aboul 186f. Oulliving her husband by many  yYears, Mrs
per’r'ﬁi Herrick look @ dJreal inlerest in the parish, fr‘equenﬂj
staying al  the Castle when visiling her tenanls. She was

lodibe " Chureb becommg

ndeed a greal Dbenefactress. especially

Mrs Perey-Herrick shortly before she died m 1915

fotioness | 7 ABBRES The  Tew RBCLTOI"H was bulll al her expense,
She laler prouvided a sum of £300 for  The building  anq

18






Cuwentietly Century Buildings

Early in the Century, in 1909 the Migsion Hall was built

To commemorate the Cenlenary of the Bethany Baplist

Church, Llanuaches on a sile near the old pound given by

Mr Thos. Basham, The foundarion slones were laid b‘d Mr. H.J. Thomas,
Mr Charles Pullin, Mr. D. Roder Euans and Mr Thos. Basham, J.P.

who opened the Hall on completion in 191l

T

|

The Baplist Mission Hall.

St. John’s Church Hall was buill al the same time as
IThe Restoralion of the Church in 1913, The whole cosl of
the erechion and furmishing was borne by mrs. Perry- Herrick
and Ihe slone was quarried from the Village Farm. It was
pull on a gile purchased from Glebe Land, just off The Moons Hill.
The foundation stone was laid by the Venerable W Conybeare Bruce,
Archdeacon of Monmouth on September 10 1913 and was opened
on December 4™ 1913, by Miss E. Radchffe.

St. John'’s Church Hall

20
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furnishing St John's Hall. Tn 1913 she contribufed £1,167 for the
Restoration of the Church. When she died in 1915 The  parighioners
in  Memory of her Rindness and denerosily inslalled a slained
glass window aboue the altar in rhe Church

At te time of the Restoration of the Church the Rector
was the Reu. C. H. Winler, Senior Sruden!, London College of Diuvirily
1899-1900. He now resides at Graysholl, surrey, and 18 ouer
90years of age.

Alderman  Thomas Dutfield, who was born al Penhow Castle in 1851
and resided there for many vyears, represenled The disiricl on The
County Council, was chairman of the Newport Board of Guardians,
and of the Magor Rural District Council. A prominenl business man
he founded an Agricullural Stores in  Newporl, in parinership with
Adam Frost, a descendant of John Frost who took parl in The
Chartist Riols, He died in 1926 and left a sum of money in his
will for a slaned glass window (o be pul n the Church in
memory of his [Mother and Ffather

In 1921, the Reu. A.H. Thomas was inducled to the living of
Penhow, and n the same year was appoinfed Chaplain To the Higb
Sheriff. He married Miss Elenila Llewelyn, sisfer To Sir Leonard Llewelyn.
This }am'ﬂH were pioneers in the Coal mining industrﬂ in  Soulh Wales.

The Vemerable Archdeacon S M. Dauies. MA accepled the huing
in 1943 and remained until he retired in 1953. Educated al Sidney
Sussex (College Cambridge, he was a Rkeen sporlsman and oblamed a
blue for running. He was succeeded by the present Reclor, the Reu. G Lewis

The Induction of the Reu G Lewig
with hig predecessor the Uen. Ar‘chdeaconof Monmouth

The pregent councillor, GT Weekes, £59. has repregenied Penhow
on Magor and St mellons Rural District Council Since 1942, being

elecled Chairman i !95%
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I was recorded in the mmules of a Parish meeling
in 1919, thal i be requesled that six Council Houses should be
built, bul as no applicalions from prospeclive tenants were
received, it was decided o let the maller drop. The matter
oj- Council Houses again arose in 1943, when a leller was
read al a Parish meeling from Tagor and St Mellons Rural
Council, asking the Parish 1o submil to them, suilable siles
for The building of— eigh! post war houses for the working

class.
No other public buildings were erecled until shortly before rthe

Second World War, when a lemporary Obseruer Corps Post was

"4 buill, near the top of the Bowdens lane. This was laler demolished,
and a permanent post was bull In a slightly beller posilion,
commanding a ulew of the Brislol Channel.

The firsl buildings to be buill after the war were the
automalic lelephone exchange at Parc-Seymour and the Teleuvision
Repealer Stalion, siluated near the Groeswen.

In the pos! war deuelopmen! plans, Penhow was allocated
eighleen Council houses, on condition that rfwelue of them were
lenanled by forestry workers, A sile was purchased by the
disfrict council at Parc-Seymour, and the estale named Seymour
Rise. This has mcreased the population during 1956 by
approximalely 100. Throughoul  the cenlury prwale building
has gone on sleadily and during the past f[ifly years aboul
Twenly five private houses haue been buill, excluding the
two district council agricullural coltages thal were buill in 1933
and nine houses buill by the Wonmouthshire Counly  Council,

when the ltwo large Estales were diuvided wp inlo small holdings.

The new housing Eétate at Parc Seymour
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